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Tele-Informatics Development and Promotion Programme (TDPP)

The Eighth Five Year Plan of the National Informatics Centre is a blue print of action for the Or-
ganization. Each Leaf of NICPLAN presents an extract from the Plan to provide the Reader with
an insight into just Row the Organization visualizes the futureToday, three years since the plan was
formulated, Readers will also be able to judge for themselves whether NIC is maintaining its course on
time. In this isssue we present the Tele-Informatics Development and Promotion Programme (TDPE),

he Tele-Informatics Development
and Promotion Programme will
implement the following four
projects:

» Teletext Project

» NICNET-based Videotex Project
» NICNET-based ISDN Project

» Compunication Promotion Project

To give an identity to the Tele-Infor-

matics Development and Promotion Pro- |

gramme (TDPP), the existing project group
is proposed to be organized into an Ad-
vanced Centre for Tele-Informatics which
will be continued to be located in Delhi.

NIC is already implementing a UNDP-
supported teletext project which aims to
promote mass dissemination of informa-
tion using tele-informatics technology. NIC
has developed and implemented the tel-
etext software which provides, through
Doordarshan, information on a large
number of aspects relating to important
news items, Indian Airlines departure/arri-
val, train depature/arrival, tourist informa-
tion, railway reservation information etc.
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During 1990-91, Indian Airlines Reserva-
tion Information and other teletext infor-
mation will be available anywhere in the
Country, using NICNET. This will logically

‘lead to NICNET-based Videotex project

whichwill give videotex servicetoanumber
of important Users who can afford to buy
their videotex terminals. Forcnhancing the
capability of NICNET to data communica-
tion, limited voice mail communication

and fax between important nodes, vide-,

otex special purpose ISDN features will be
introduced on NICNET.
With such facilities and capabilities

established in the Advanced Centre for
Tele-Informatics (ACTI), the stage gets
automatically set for promoting syner-
getic merger of computer and commu-
nication into a single subject of com-
punication. This will enable ACTI spe-
cialists to offer consultancy for office
compunication, factory compunication
and home compunication which is ex-
pected to develop around the world in
the 90s. Some pilot projects in this will
be setup by ACTIto prove thetechnology
in real-life application areas. One such
pilot project will be set up in Delhi, called
Educated Housewives Employment
Scheme, to enable housewives, educated
war widows and other such people to take,
on hire-purchase basis, a television and a
telephone linked by a low-cost PC-based
compunication terminal and carry outword
processing, text editing, data entry, data
preparation and other such works from the
home by dialling up the computer in the
office. The pilot project will aim at utilizing
the talents of women for data preparation,
word processing etc. sub-contracted by
the NIC.

PHOTOTALI

People checking RAPID display screens of reservation status at the Indian Railways Reservation Centre
in New Delhi.Here, around 5,000 persons consult the RAP

ID screens daily.
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NIC MEN AWARDED

UTTAR PRADESH; January: The Adviser
to the Governor, Uttar Pradesh, Mr RD
Sonker, gave away the “Certificate of
Honour” and the “President Census Silver
Medal” to eight personnel from the Na-
tional Informatics Centre, on January 30,
1993, for their meritorious contribution in
computerization of the Uttar Pradesh Pri-
mary Census Abstract (PCA) for Census
1991. The PCA was released on the same
day by the Adviser, said a report from our
Uttar Pradesh State Unit. ‘

The recipients of the Certificate and
the Medal are Dr Rakesh Goel, PSA and
SIO ; Dr LR Yadav, SSA and Project Co-
ordinator; Mr Man Mohan Singh Rauthan,
SA; Mr M Amir, Programmer; Mr RS Singh,
Programmer Assistant; Mr Vinay Kumar
Singh, Programmer Assistant; Mr Rajeev
Rastogi, Computer Operator and Mr Ra-
jendra Gupta, Programmer Assistant.

Two more officers, who were not
present on that day, Mr AK Sinha, District
Informatics Officer, Azamgarh and Mr
Parveen Singh, District Informatics Offi-
cer, Varanasi, have also been honoured
with the certificate and medal.

NEW DELHI; March: A week-long work-
shop on State-of-the-Art Information
Technology, including the Indian Experi-
ence was jointly organized by the United

UNIDO-NIC WORKSHOP ON INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

TAKING EXAMS WITHOUT PAPER

NEW DELHI; April: The National Informatics Centre (NIC) has created a national facility
for Computer-aided Paperless Examination System (CAPES). Using CAPES, any objective
type examination can be conducted paperless on computer terminals. The application
has already been tested at NIC Headquarters in New Delhi for the promotion reviews of
NIC Programmers/District Informatics Officers (DIO) this'years )

As a medium-level pilot implementation of CAPES, NIC shall conduct aptitude tests
for the recruitment of 100 posts of programmers of NIC; and for the posts of Assistant
Provident Fund Commissioners of the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC).

About 10,000 candidates are expected to appear for each of the examinations. These
tests will be conducted in 18 State Centres of NIC covering 35 examination sites. The
number of examination sites in each city has been fixed based on the number of
candidates appearing from that city.

The main objectives of CAPES include:

» Coping with the increasing number of candidates

» Conducting paperless examinations

» Doing away with confidentiality constraints

» Establishing a scientific and rational method for screening candidates

» Providing intrinsic security '

» Making the applications user-friendly so that candidates can handle them with ease

The success of CAPES in these pilot projects will open the doors for computerization
of other examinations of universities, education boards and institutions, government
departments, state public service commissions and the UPSC.

JASPONSORED TRAINING PROGRAMMES

PUNE, January: The Western Regional Centre of the National Informatics Centre (NIC-
WR), Pune, has successfully conducted its first sponsored training programme on
Programming in COBOL for the office of the Controller General of Defence Accounts
(CGDA). Employees of the CGDA, from all over the Country, attended this three-week
training programme, informs a report from NIC-WR.

Throughout the training programme, quizzes were conducted regularly, and a test
was taken on the final day. The perfomance of each participant was carefully graded by
observing various components such as motivation, problem solving, programming skills,
interaction with the faculty and ability to grasp new ideas.

Subsequently, a second commercial training programme was conducted on Com-
puter Awareness, UNIX and SQL for the Accounts Officers of the group of ammunition
factories controlled by the Controller of Accounts (FYS), Kirkee. At the end of the training
programme, the participants were capable of writing simple shell programmes, con-
cluded the report.
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Nations Industrial Development Organi-
zation (UNIDO) and the National Infor-
matics Centre (NIC) from March 29, 1993.
The Workshop was attended by Heads of

, WORKSHOP ON STATE-OF-THE-ART
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY INCLUDING
_INDIAN EXPERIENCE
ELHI, 29th MARCH-21d APRIL1993
L Ko weaemancs cenrre ago UNIDO

Participants of the workshop :

organizations from 11
Asian, African and Euro-
| pean Countries.
| The objective of the
workshop was to up-
grade the knowledge of
the participants on low-
cost Information Tech-
nology-based networks,
with NICNET of NIC as
the example.
Promotion of applica-
| tion of advanced infor-
matics technologies in
Developing Countries is
| one of the priority areas

Cwaciees | |nformeaiios

of UNIDO activities. The UNIDO-NIC
Workshop was one of a series of work-
shops sponsored by UNIDO in the field of
hardware and software development and
use of Industrial and Technological Infor-
mationBank (INTIB) databases and net-
working, for exchange of information and
transfer of technology between member
countries.

The workshop was attended by Mr V
Podshibyakin, Chief and Mr O Padichakudi,
of INTIB, UNIDO, along with two interna-
tional experts from the area of Information
Technology, Dr Upendra Sahu, Managing
Partner, United Research, USA, and Mr
Thomas K Duncan, Managing Partner,
Parsec Systems, USA. These experts pre-
sented papers on their fields and also took
part in the discussions between NIC
members and the Delegates.
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