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Not only at the grass-root level or the national
level but the trends at the international level
which NICNET will give cooperatives access
to, become extremely important.

=== Mr S Krishna Kumar, Minister of State for
Agriculture and Non-Conventional Energy
Sources, inaugurating a brainstorming session on
NICNET Utilization for Cooperative Sector.

... with the industrial relations problems sorted
out in the banking industry, the next three years
may see a significant impact of Information
Technology (IT) in banking.

== Mr KC Bapiraju, Adviser, Management
Services Department, Reserve Bank of India, in
a workshop on Information Technology solu-
tions for banking, insurance and financial sec-
tors.

Effective scientific database will help not only
in knowing how best cooperatives function,
their problems and remedies, but also in assist-
ing federations and the Government in their
decision-making process.

== Mr K Rajan, Adviser (Agriculture), Plan-
ning Commission in a brainstorming session on

kNICNET Utilization for the Cooperative Sector./

N

/

| EDITORIAL BOARD

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Dr. N Vijayaditya
Dr. B K Gairola
Dr. Y K Sharma
Dr. K K Bajaj
Shri M Moni

Mrs Neeta Verma
{ CO-ORDINATOR & CONVENOR )

EDITOR
Rubaiyat Ali

- GRAPHICS & DESIGN
Subhash Kapoor

% Quotable Quotes*” w

EDITOR'S NOTE =
Our Side of the Story

It is now two years since we first reached you and is high time that we take
a look at ourselves and find out how true we have been to our promises.

In our first issue itself, we had made the commitment that this quarterly newsletter
of the National Informatics Centre would endeavour to cater to all categories of
potential Readers. And we have tried to do just that. The emphasis has always
been on you and you only. Initially we classified you into two broad categories:
those who are familiar with computers and informatics, and those who are not.
That the planning of Informatics was based on this classification becomes evident
when you consider our presentation. In each and every column, we have first
tried to explain the whole concept we present in very simple terms, avoiding
computer jargon which could confuse the unfamiliar; and only then have we
tried to satiate the computer professionals with detailed technical information. Each
column has also been designed to meet this balance. While Around the NIC World
gives you only the bare news of the Organization, the Cover Story tries to introduce
a new concept and Projects and Products each presents a mix of technical and
non-technical reporting. In the Limelight is non-technical to a large extent but
also tries to explain certain technical aspects. For six consecutive issues we brought
you A Leaf of NICPLAN so that you may appreciate the vision we have of the
future. PHOTOTALK was thrown in to reach you through the photographic camera
and also to add a bit more of colour.

From your side, we present the Accolades column where you speak of NIC's
achievements and shortcomings and let us know exactly where and how we stand.

The intention of this note is not so much to say what we are doing but to convey
how we plan the presentation of Informatics. It could be useful only if you par-
ticipate and let us know of your end of the picture. For only then will we be

Sharing the experience

I congratulate you for initiating the first in-
formative newsletter of NIC. With the expan-
sion of NIC throughout the Country, it was
imperative that we are appraised with latest
developments elsewhere. The newsletter is
very compact, informative and beautifully
designed.

I had realized the usefulness and economy
of establishing NICNET node at Yamunanagar
and took up the setting up of a district centre
on priority basis. We are utilizing the facility.
I wouldlike to share our achievements through
your esteemed newsletter, Informatics.

able to get across to you more meaningfully and aesthetically.#

Readers Views

Ifind your newsletter very informative and an
excellent source of knowing the activities of
NIC. Many a time I have acted on the news
given in the newsletter. It may be worthwhile
to include a column "Readers Views" to get a
general feedback.

Prof. Prabhakar Mishra,

Ex. Dean, Indian Institute of Remote
Sensing, Dehradun.

Ex. Director (Training), Survey of India,
Hyderabad.

J-94, South Extension, New Delhi.

Mr Vivek Joshi, Additional Deputy Com-
missioner, Yamunanagar, Haryana.

(We hope to have Mr Joshi with us in our
next issue of informatics.-- Editor)
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From our Local Correspondent

New Delhi: The first meeting
of the DISNIC-PLAN Project
Steering Committee was held
on January 3, 1994, at New
Delhi, under the chairmanship
of the Special Secretary and
Director General, National
Informatics Centre.

NIC personnel in charge of
DISNIC-PLAN in the States
were present in the meeting
and discussed thestatus of this
core project in different States.

A number of action points
were adopted to further the
cause of DISNIC-PLAN and
speed up its implementation
uniformly all over the Coun-
try.#

NRIS WORKSHOP

From our Local Correspondent

Bhubaneshwar: A workshop
on Natural Resources Infor-
mation System was organized
at NIC Eastern Regional Cen-
tre, Bhubaneshwar on Febru-
ary 25, 1994.

Besides NIC Personnel, the
Workshop wasattended by Of-
ficials from several other or-
ganizations such as the Direc-
torate of Mining and Geology,
Geological Survey of India,
Orissa Remote Sensing Appli-
cation Centre, Water Technol-
ogy Centre, etc.

NIC's experience of design-
ing , developing and imple-
menting an information sys-
tem for natural resources in
Aligarh was discussed in de-
tail.#» (For further information,
please refer "Putting a Computer
Tab on Natural Resources”,
Informatics, January, 1993.)

BENGAL CM GRACES INAUGURATION

O From our West Bengal Correspondent

Y

West Bengal: The West Bengal
Chief Minister, Mr Jyoti Basu
recently inaugurated NIC's
Revenue Management System
for the West Bengal State Elec-
tricity Board (WBSEB).

In his inaugural speech, the
Chief Minister said, "Compu-
terization is essential in offices
like banks, P&T, State Electric-
ity Board etc. In State Electric-
ity Board faster genera-
tion of bills and better
realization can be [fw
achieved by computeri-
zation". |

Therevenuemanage- ¢
mentsystem of the West
Bengal State Electricity !
Board has been consid-
erably improved by the
installation of the com-
puterized Revenue
Management System
developed by NIC.

Boosted by theimprovement
in the areas of energy and rev-
enue monitoring, the WBSEB
has entrusted the NIC West
Bengal State Unit with the re-
sponsibility of implementing
the System in 14 more of its
divisions throughan execution
order of Rs 1.75 crore. NICNET
will be used to interconnect
these offices and the Corporate
Office.#»

Chief Minister Mr Jyoti Basu inaugurating
the Revenue Management System at the
Bidhannagar Distribution Division.

NICNET-EMMS SAVE THE DAY

From our Haryana Correspondent

Haryana: NICNET, along with
the Electronic Mail Monitoring
System (EMMS) developed by
NICHaryana State Unit, played
a crucial role during the De-
cember Jail Bharo agitation by
the Haryana State Government
Employees. NICNET nodes at
all the districts and the State
Centre were operational from
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. during the agi-
tationdays, enabling important

missives and messages to be
transmitted and received with-
out any hitch. NICNET had
already been declared as the
emergency communication
system for the State Govern-
ment.

EMMS was developed for
monitoring mails between the
Principal Secretary (PS) to the
Chief Minister and the Deputy
Commissioners. 4

GISTNIC INHARYANA

From our Haryana Correspondent
Haryana: Mr BS Ojha, Chief
Secretary, Haryana State Gov-
ernment, inaugurated two Gen-
eral Information Service Ter-
minals of NIC (GISTNIC) in
the State.

MrOjhainaugurated the first
GISTNIC booth in the State in
the Multi-purpose Hall at the
Mini Secretariat at Rohtak. It is
proposed to set up GISTNIC
booth in each district of the
State.

GISTNIC, having garnered a
large number of databases, isa
versatile system which pro-
vides information on diverse
fields.

The second booth was inau-
gurated by Mr Ojha in the li-
brary of the Kurukshetra Uni-
versity.

The GISTNIC booth at the
University willbe aboon to the
teaching faculty, research
scholars and students. The in-
formation on colleges and uni-
versities and the courses of
study they offer is expected to
helpmany aaspiring student.#

BRAINSTORMING ON NICNET UTILIZATION FOR COOPERATIVE SECTOR

From our Local Correspondent

New Delhi: A one-day Brain-
storming Session on NICNET
Utilization for Cooperative Sec-
tor was organized by NIC at
the India International Centre
on January 19.

Inaugurating the Session, the
Minister of State for Agricul-
ture and Non-Conventional
Energy Sources, Mr Krishna
Kumar, said, "I hope that this
interaction will pave the way
for a very comprehensive
scheme and programme for the
upgradation of theentire infor-
mation system as well as the
resulting improvement in
qualitative decision making in

the Cooperative Sector..."

The morning session was
chaired by Ms Asha Das, Ad-
ditional Secretary, Dept of Ag-
riculture and Cooperation;
while the two afternoon ses-
sions were chaired by
Mr K Rajan, Adviser
(Agriculture), Planning
Commission and Mr f§
Bhagat Singh, Joint Sec- f§
retary (Cooperation),
Deptof Agricultureand
Cooperation.

The speakers in-
cluded the Punjab State
Registrar of Coopera-
tive Societies and senior

’&&& i N

The inauural session in progress

officers from NABARD, NCUI,
NCDC and IFFCO. The Ses-
sion was well attended by rep-
resentatives from cooperative
institutions both from the States
and the Centre. 4
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